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ing was nothing less than the realisation of that which had
been the culminating point of the dream of Clement VII, As
a Duke he was theoretically merely the Emperor's lieutenant;
as a Grand Duke he would be a reigning monarch. Cosimo
could not hope to obtain that crown upon which his aim was
set through the regular channel, the Emperor; Ferdinand I
(like his dead brother, Charles V) would not be likely to
entertain for a moment a proposal to place a crown on the
head of one who only a few years ago had been an unknown
youth to whom it had been a great favour to allow him to
become ruler of Florence and the Emperor's vassal. But
future Emperors, further removed from the days of 1537,
might not be so opposed; and in the meantime it might, be
possible to obtain the coveted dignity through another chan-
nel, that of the Pope. For this object paramount influence at
Rome was all important; and to attain this Cosimo was stead-
ily employing every means at his disposal, though allowing
none to know what was his ultimate aim in doing so, Pius IV
was soon entirely under his domination, and when in 1560
Cosimo paid a visit to Rome, and was entertained by this
Pope, his influence was so powerful that the Pope, sensible
that Cosimo was now by fajr the most important ruler in Italy,
wished, we are told, to make him a king, or what was prac-
tically the same thing, a reigning Grand Duke, But Cosimo
put the suggestion aside as a mere polite piece of flattery,
outside practical politicSvIt was what he was quietly working
for, but his excessive caution made him feel that the time
for such a step was not now, when the nations of Europe had
just made peace together, or while Ferdinand I was Emperor,
When France and Spain should be $gain at enmity, when
England should be involved in war with one or other of
them, and when a weaker Emperor should have succeeded
Ferdinand I, and one perhaps allied to his family in mar-
riage, then such a step might be hazarded without danger
of provoking opposition other than that of mere verbal pro-
tests. Moreover, his relative Catherine *T (who hated Gosimo,